


 

 

Album 1. Bliley, Frank A. Family Album 
Created by Sam and Inez Wagner 

Scanned: August 15, 2015 

Introduction 
This album was created by the cousins of Frank 
Anderson Bliley—Sam and Inez Wagner—and 
likely given to him as a present. Sam and Inez 
appear to have done this on a regular basis with 
several other known “gift” albums. The first 40 
pages are classic work of Sam and Inez with Sam 
making copies of studio portraits and adding his 
own photos of the family and their activities. 

Observations 
Some subjects and locations are expected—home and family in Erie, 
Pennsylvania—while others such as Boulder and Cripple Creek, Colorado are 
not. Frank made many trips to visit his brothers in Aspen and Cripple Creek 
when he was a young man and during college summer breaks. Then, he returned 
with his family in the early 1920s to aid him in a natural treatment for a 
“respiratory condition”. They lived in Boulder for several years and returned to 
Erie when the “treatment” proved not to be beneficial. 

From pages 40 to 59, Frank took over and added photos up until the end of the 
album. Then his last entry was a autograph sheet with the names of those family 
members attending the 81st birthday party for his mother, Mary Jane Mead 
Bliley. 

The first photo added by Frank was in 1911 at the age of 46. To our benefit, he 
was pretty regular in adding captions with dates on the back of the photos, but 
regrettably, not all of them. 

Like a typical family photo album, most of Frank’s photos are of family members 
and travels. These include photos of the kids growing up and them at play. 
These are what we call “snapshots” today. 

This is a great collection of photos shot by several family photographers. It is 
well worth studying for names, dates and locations of family activities. 
 
Charles A. Bliley 
Rochester, NY, USA 


























































































































































































































































